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Leonardo Da Vinci: Drawing Techniques and Tools 
 

 

Dates Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 June 2019 

Times 10.30 – 17.00  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre  

Level All levels  

Class size Maximum 16 participants  

 
 

Course description 

Immerse yourself in the study of Leonardo’s unrivalled drawings on our creative weekend masterclass. 

Leonardo da Vinci: A Mind in Motion is a rare opportunity to explore up-close a selection of 

Leonardo’s exquisite notebooks from three collections. This course invites you to connect deeply with 

Leonardo’s drawings through first-hand experience of his working methods, and to gain confidence in 

viewing Renaissance drawings in other collections.  

 

Over two days of exhibition visits and studio workshops, we will explore the properties and behaviour 

of a range of traditional materials, including metal stylus, ink and chalk. Encouraging you to extend 

and develop your practical skills, this course asks questions about the creative possibilities - and 

limitations - of different tools. Through a series of short guided activities and sustained drawing 

exercises, we will look at how Leonardo’s inventive approach to drawing broke with convention and 

inspired generations to come. We trace the changes in drawing practice during Leonardo’s lifetime, 

from the controlled, unforgiving line of silverpoint to the loose, gestural marks of crumbling chalk. We 

consider how certain materials have lent themselves to particular subject matter and what responses 

we notice as we draw, observe and investigate an object with these tools.  

 

 
 

 

Saturday 

 

We’ll start the weekend with a tour of Leonardo da Vinci: A Mind in Motion. By close investigation 

of the remarkable works on display, we’ll gain an understanding of different materials and how to 

identify them. The focus of the day will be on silverpoint, the technique of drawing with a silver 

stylus. You’ll learn to prepare sheets of paper with a painted surface and work on a small scale, 

allowing your drawings to emerge gradually. Inspired by Leonardo’s commitment to the direct study 

of nature, we’ll work from a selection of natural and sculptural forms and develop our slow-looking 

skills to pour attention on the details. We’ll support our practical work with an understanding of the 

significance of silverpoint in Renaissance workshop practice. By the end of our first day, you’ll have 
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completed a fully-realised silverpoint drawing and explored the potential for developing this 

technique with white highlights and ink.   

 

Sunday 

 

On our second morning, we’ll turn our attention to quill pen and ink, and get to grips with flexible 

and characterful tool. You’ll be encouraged to experiment with the interplay between drawing and 

handwriting. We’ll notice the freedom of expression offered by the pen in comparison to silverpoint 

and will return to draw familiar objects with this new vocabulary of marks.  

 

In the afternoon we’ll introduce black and red chalk, comparing natural mined chalk and more recent 

manufactured pastels. You’ll experience how chalk can be used to convey speed and energy, as well 

texture and delicacy. We’ll reserve one drawing to demonstrate pouncing, the process used by 

Leonardo and his contemporaries to transfer a successful drawing to another surface. By the end of 

our weekend you’ll have produced multiple sheets in a range of media, charting a visual journey 

through Renaissance practice, which can be mounted in a concertina-fold album.  A return visit to the 

Leonardo exhibition will allow us to consider how this first-hand practical experience has affected and 

informed our looking.  

 
 

Tutor 

This course is led by drawing specialist Karly Allen. A graduate of the Ruskin School of Fine Art 

(University of Oxford) and SOAS (University of London), Karly has over twenty years’ experience as a 

drawing practitioner, lecturer and tutor. She has taught creative courses for prestigious London 

collections including the National Gallery, V&A, Wallace Collection and the Royal Collection, where 

she was formerly Education Manager. 

 
 

Equipment and materials 

All materials will be provided. You may wish to bring a camera phone or camera if you are interested 

in recording the stages of your drawings as they develop. 

 
 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

None required. The course is designed to support anyone who wants to develop their drawing skills 

and their knowledge and appreciation of Renaissance drawing, whether beginner or more 

experienced. A willingness to experiment and participate in group and individual activities will help 

you get the most from this course.  

 
 

Facilities and refreshments 

Please note that the Learning Centre will open to participants 15 minutes before the stated course 

start time. Tea and coffee will be served at the beginning of each day. Participants will need to make 

their own arrangements for lunch. 

 

On Sunday please meet at Gate 5 on Midland Road at 10.15 to be escorted in the Library. Further 

instructions about Sunday entry will be provided on Saturday.  

 
 


